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water came, were found four muscles, nothing differing (that we 
could perceive) from those of the sea, having their fish in them 
aUve and fresh and full of liquor. Witness our hands the day and 
year above written : Edward ab Rondle, David Howell, Peter 
Williains." — Athough there are no hills in this parish remarkable 
for their height, the following eminences should have been pre- 
viously noticed. The names, retained by most of them, seem to 
indicate, that they were formerly connected with some interesting 
events, of which the particulars are no longer known. — 1, Bryn y 
Bal. 2. Gwaun yr Wyddfid. 3. Moel y Windeg. 4. Rhos 
Treuddyn. 5. Yr Orsedd Vawr *. 6. Rhos Idiel. 7. Careg y 
Llech, before noticed. — It should likewise have been mentioned 
under the head of Natural History, that there are three wells or 
springs of ancient note in the parish, viz. Ffynnon Maes Garmon, 
already alluded to, Ffynnon St. Calrin, and Ffynnon y Bedi. — 
It only remains to take a short notice of the Dissenting Chapels 
in this parish, which are seven in number. Of these three belong 
to the Calvinistic Methodists, two to tiiose of the Wesleyan con- 
nection, and two to the seceders, known by the name of Inde- 
pendents. "Three of these places of worship are in the town. 
There is also a Roman Catholic Chapel, situate in Nerquis, for 
the accommodation of a few persons in that part of the parbh, 
belonging, for the most part, to Miss Gifiard's family, the remnant 
of a small colony of papists introduced by the late Mr. Giflard, 
who was of the same persuasion. And the present proprietor of 
Nerquis Hall, although a proteslant, continues, from motives at 
once disinterested and laudable, to support the establisliment. 



PARISH OF LLAN-SILIN, IN THE COUNTY OF 
DENBIGH. 
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§ 1. Name of the Parish — Patron Saint — Church — List of 
Vicars. 

2. Situation — Extent — Divisions. 

3. Soil — Substrata— Minerals— I'ossils. 

4. Roads — Romans Roads — Mediolanum. 

* This hill probably took its iiair.e fiom liavins betto forcRcrly a plicn, 
where the bards helil their meetings or tfOrsetidaw. And the name of GorscHd 
IWr, or the Great Congress, seetns to indicate, tbat it was a place of note 
m this respect. 
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6. Mountains — Altitudes — Views. 

7. Ancient Monuments — Camps-^Circles — Carneddau. 

8. Ancient Houses — Men of Note — Native Authors — Itinerant 
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9. Sycharth, the seat of Owain Glyndwr — His Descent, and 
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— Occupation of Llan-Siiin Church by the Parliamentary 

Forces. 
§ 1. Name. — A compound of Llan, a Church, a Church 
Viilag-e, &c. — and Silin, the Saint to whom the Church it iup- 
posed to have been dedicated at its foundation. It may now be 
difficult, and not very useful, to account how this St. Silin, alia* 
Sulien, came to occupy four several festivals in our old calen- 
dars. 

1. May 13th is denominated the festival of Mael and Sulien, 
two missionaries, who, in company with about a dozen more, 
came into this island from Armorica, under the superintendence 
of Cad van, who became abbot of the monastery of Bardsey, 
and is recorded to have been buried at Tywyn Meirionydd, ia 
the sixth century. The churches of Corwen in Edeyrnion, and 
Cwm in Tegengl, were dedicated to the tutelary saints, Mael 
and Sulien ; and the annual commemoration, or wake, in those 
parishes, was customarily held on the Sunday next after the 
13th of May, O. S. 

2. September 1st is noted as the festival of St. Silin. Dr. 
Thomas Williams, in his copy of Bonedd y Saint, informs us, 
that there was a Capel Silin at Wrexham ; and the editor of 
Brown Willis's St. Asaph says, that Wrexham Church is dedi- 
cated to St. Giles, and the wake observed on the Sunday fuller- 
ing the 1st of September. The correct Ecton, in his Thesaurus, 
has " Llan-Silin— St. Giles, Wallice Silin." If Siliu, or 
Sulien, must be foreignized, it is more agreeable to the Welsh 
idiom to have it converted into Julian than Giles. This latter 
name, whatever is meant by it, has been applied in a Latin 
dress to this parish of Llan-Silin, in a comment on an article in 
Pope Nicholas's Taxation, (Brown Willis, by Edwards, vol. ii. 
59.) " Ecclesia de Lanselyn, Decanat. do Kynkith (dicta 
Ecclesia Sti Egidii, anno 1296.)" Thus we find Silin meta- 
morphosed into Giles, and Giles into Egidius f 
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3. September 2d — St. Suiien. These two festivak on two 
■uccessive days, and with a trifling variation in the naine of the 
Mint, may have originated in error. 

4- October 1st. — Silin and Garnwn. It was natural to unite 
Suiien with Mael, on the 13th of 3Iay, as they were cotempo- 
rSry saints, fellow travellers from the continent, and, probably, 
fellow labourers in preaching the Gospel to our ancestors ; but 
here (Oct. 1st.) Silin is joined, in our calendar, to Garraon 
(Germanus), who had ceased from his labours about a century 
befwe. But they were of the same zealous family ; Silin, a 
grandson to Emyr Llydaw, (Emyr, the Armorican,) and Gar- 
Bkon, a maternal uncle to the same personage. 

The latter festival is that, which has generally obtained in the 
parish. The benefice is a vicarage, in the patronage of the 
Bishop of St. Asaph ; to whom and the Dean and Chapter of 
that Cathedral the rectorial tithes belong. 

The church is of superior appearance to country churches in 
gen^ttl ; con^sting of a nave, and an aisle on the north side, 
■et oS with a lofty conical spire, furnished with three bells. 
On)y two mural monuments present tlieraselves; the first, that 
of Sir William William?, Bart. Speaker, of the House of Coni- 
mons, and Solicitor-General ; the second, that of David Mau- 
rice, Esq. and his son Edward Maurice, Esq. of Glan Cyn- 
llaith ; both to be more particularly noticed ia the sequel, when 
1 come to treat of their respective liouses. 

According to a MS. niemorundura left by Mr. Jolm Davies, 
of Rhiwlas, tlie author of " Herald.-y Displayed," published in 
IT 16, — " the great window in the chancel of our Lady's Church 
in Llan-Siiin, was begun by leuan Vychan,'' (Davies's ances- 
tor in seven degrees,) " and /inL'-Jiod by his widow, Gwenwyvar, 
(daughter of leuan Vychan, of Moeliwrch *.) Their names were 
anificialty wrought in the painted glass, and seen in the memory 
of this age ; until the window w.a.s destroyed in the time of the 
late imhappy wars between King Charles the First and hi* un- 
natural subjects." — J. D. 

We are informed by a M-S. left by Mr. William Maurice of 
Llan-Silin, that the Church w'as converted into a barrack by a 
detachment of the Failiamentarian army stationed at Montgo- 
mery t- This accounts for the destruction of tlse chancel window, 

* leuan Vychan li'Cl about the coiic!u?ii>n of the l4ili century. 
-1- A more detailed a*:.:rMint «if ihf^ occupatinn oi I.lan-Siltu Ch'irch by the 
I'«.itiam;nlary forcei will Lc given in ihc .■VpjKndix A. 
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as w*!! as for the disappearance of a statue of St. Silin, men- 
tioned in section 8 of tliis survey, as in being in the year 1534, 
•opposite to a seat or pew belonging to Thomas ab Llewelyn of 
Ceva y Braich. 

Vicars of Llan-Silin from the year 1537. 

1. Thomas Kj'ffin, ab Meredydd— collated by Bishop 

VVarton ... - - 153T 

2. Davydd Morus, Schoolmaster of Oswestry, by R. 
Davies . . - . . 14W 

3. Risiart ab leuan, by T. Davies - - 1562 

4. Thomas Llwvd, by Hughes - - - 1592 

5. Simon Llwyd — Vicar Choral, by Parry - 1615 

6. Richard Mncklestone, by llie same - - 1615 

7. J. Kyffin, by Hanraer - - - 1625 

8. Richard Jervase, by the King - - 1627 

9. Edward Tanat, ejected bj- the Parliament from his 
Vicarage of St. Michael in Blodvoel, collated to 
Llan-Silin by Bishop Griffith - - 1661 

10. J. Jones, by Glenham ... lesT 

11. J. Wynn, by Beveridge - - - 1706 

12. J. Skye, by Drummond ... 1755 

13. T. Hughes, L.L.B. Schoolmaster at Ruthin, and 
afterwards Rector of Llan Vwrog, by Newcome 1763 

14. Richard Maurice, by Shipley - - 1776 

15. Turner Edwards, by Bagot - - - 1802 
16. Jones, Curate of Rhuddlan, by Horsley 1803 

17. John Mason, Curate of Denbigh, by Cleaver 1809 

18. John Jones, Curate of Wre.tham, by tlie same 1811 

19. David Richards, Curate, by Luxraoore - 1819 
Besides this Llan of Silin, and the former Capel of Silin at 

Wresham, there are a Church and a Vicarage called Silin or 
Sulien, in Cardiganshire, n'ear Llan Bedr, on the Teivy, a man- 
sion in Caernarvonshire called Bod-Silin, and a place in Cornwall 
called Tre' Silian, the supposed residence of the Sulien of our 
Brut *, the Fulgenius of its Latin copies, who opposed the Roman 
power under Sevenis, and, according to Dr. Stukely (Paleeo- 
iogr.), Silvanns, the father of Carawn (Carausius) the Nelson of 
the British seas, about the year 300. 

§ 2. Situation and Extent. — Llan-Silin lieth in the soutli- 
eaMem corner of Denbighshire, abutted by Shropshire on the east, 

• Bruly Bienhinaed.I— ur HhH.rj oflLe King! of BritaiiK 
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anil by Mootgomeiyshire on the south. Its outline toucheth <ipon 
ten parishes ; three in Shropshire, six in Denbighshire, and one 
in Montgomeryshire. The body of the parish constitutes a con- 
siderable plain, of a somewhat undulated surface, and tending to 
an oval form, with two wings,— ^the southern consisting of the 
township of Sycharth, extending to the river Tanat on the bor- 
der of Montgomeryshire,— and the northern, containing the town- 
ship of Rhiwlas, stretching beyond the Ceiriog, in the valley of 
that name. Its dimension, in this north and south direction, may 
be from seven to eight miles ; and in a transverse line, from west 
to east, from four to five miles. Its townships (taking Rhiwlas 
is-foel, and uwch-foel, as one) are ten in number, enumerated in 
the following alphabetical order. 1. Bodlith, 2. Llan, 3. Lied- 
rod, 4. Lloran, 5. Llys Dynwallawn, 6. Moelfre, 7. Pri'bwll, 
S. Rhiwlas, 9. Sycharth, 10. Sychdin : the nine former in Den- 
bighshire, and the tenth in Shropshire. In Pope Nicholas's Tax- 
ation (1291) this parish, with its neighbour Llan Armon, consti- 
tuted the Deanry of Kynleith ; but both now form but a small 
portion of the Deanry of Marchia, in the Diocese of St. Asaph. 
According to the political divisions of those days, Llan Silin was 
in the Cwmmwd of Gynllaith, a part of Cantrev y Rhaiadr, now 
called the Hundred of Chirk. Nine of the townships are included 
in the manor or lordship of Cynllaith, once the entire patrimony 
of its paramount lord, but in after times divided into two unequal 
portions, as shall be shewn in a future section. The smaller por- 
tion, called Cynllaith Owain, now belongs to the Llan Gedwn 
estate, the property of Sir W. W. Wynn ; and the larger, called 
Cynllaith yr larll, is a part of the Chirk Castle estate. The 
tenth township, Sychdin, is in the manor of Du-parts, which be- 
longs to the representative of the house of Powys. On the hill, 
above Pyllau y Meirch, is a large cubic stone, about three feet to 
a side, called Bwrddy tri Arglwydd, owing to the three lordships 
meeting thereabout in a point ; and withal creating a supposition, 
that the three lords once met, and dined upon the monument. 

§ 3. Soil— Substrata — Minerals. — The soil is chiefly a 
hazle mould, or ferny soil, on dry substrata ; and clay, or peat, 
in hollows, and elevated situations. The substrata of the west* 
ejrn, by far the greater, portion of the parish, are of the shale, or 
brittle slate kind ; with occasional veins, or riders, of the more 
indurated grey mountain rock, for building and other purposes. 
That portion of Sycharth, lying east of the rivulet Cynllaith, hath 
its rocks of a silicious quality — amorj^oua whin, some of a por- 
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phyritic, and some of a chertzose appearance. These sUicious 
rocks lie between the shale of the western part and the limestone 
of Syehdin, and, running northward, form very abrupt and pic- 
turesque precipices about Melin Deirw, in the valley of Ceiriog-. 
To the east of Nant Mawr the lime rocks appear regularly strati- 
fied, dipping eastwardly, under the sand-stone and local strata 
of Tref-y-clawdd ; and forming generally an angle of about 30 
degrees of the horizon. Many of the strata are of the species 
called flummery stone. One bed of this kind, of several feet 
depth, was observed to contain nodules, of several feet dimen- 
sions, of a spherical form, of the common species of limestone, 
imbedded in it. This latter stone exhibits occasionally marks of 
marine exuvise, which are never found in the other. 

The ore called sulphat of zinc, or black jack, has been found, in 
small quantities, in the common, or splintery limestone of Syeh- 
din; and calamine, the carbonate of zinc, in large quantities, has 
been procured for several years together, from the flummcTy 
limestone of the Moelydd rocks in the township of Trev-y-clawdd, 
in the adjoining parish of Oswestry. 

lORIS. 

[To be continued.'^ 



THE MISCELLANIST.—No. V. 

There is something very lively in the following sketch of an 
excursion to the celebrated Abbey of Cymmer near Dolgellau : 
and the writer has contrived to give it some picturesque touches 
well adapted to the occasion. But, if any should be of opinion, 
that he has availed himself too largely of the privilege of a painter 
in this respect, they should at the same time consider, that the 
contemplation of ancient ruins, of a certain description, seldom 
faib to produce, in a mind of sensibility, a peculiar cast of im- 
pressions, which communicate their tints to every surrounding 
object. Upon the same principle it is, that tjiany circumstances, 
wkich ordinary minds regard with indifference, derive in others a 
degree of importance from the particular medium, through which 
they are viewed. It is this species of colouring, although in an 
extreme degree, that has acquired the name of the romantic : 
and, whatever may be its popular character, it is far more true 
to nature than is generally imagined. 

The Editor feels it a duty to add, tliat lie is indebted to the 
VOL. I. 2 R 



